A scraping from an ulcer yielded no specimens of Spirochaita pallida, but Spirochawta fcetida and Bacillus fusiformis were present in numbers. Wassermann's reaction was negative. (Wingrave.)
Bands between Eustachian Tube and Pharynx. By E. A. PETERS, M.D. F. G., WOMAN, aged 29. Two bands are to be seen passing from the lip of either Eustachian tube to the pharyngeal wall. The bands are not quite symmetrical, and one is continued as a cicatricial band across the pharynx. Chronic otitis media exists on both sides. The patient does not report scarlet fever or measles. An operation for adenoids was carried out at the Evelina Hospital eighteen years ago. The question is whether the bands are natural or post-operative.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. JOBSON HORNE said the question raised by Dr. Peters was " Are the bands natural or post-operative ? " This problem had presented itself to Dr. Horne some years ago; and after examining a large number of post-nasal spaces he had seen many similar cases, but had not satisfied himself that they were traumatic or that they were natural.
The PRESIDENT said he had frequently seen bands in cases which had not been operated upon at all; but in those the bands were rather more succulent in nature, and evidently had been shrivelled-up masses of adenoid tissue. In the present case he thought the very long cord which stretched across was traumatic or post-operative. Probably more such cases would be found if looked for. The deafness in the right ear might be favoured by several small bands above the right Eustachian tube, and it would be desirable for them to be broken down. But it was also important to find a means of preventing them from re-uniting. He had not himself succeeded in the latter, and would be glad if any other member had.
Dr. SCANES SPICER said he thought that, in this case, where there was a series of bands transversely white, and like ordinary cicatrices, on the left side, they were traumatic. The bands which were left from atrophied adenoids, in his experience, were longitudinal in Rosenmuiller's fossa, and were usually red vascular stripes.
Dr. PEGLER said he would advise having the nose thoroughly cleansed and the mucous deposits removed for the benefit of the hearing, and then leave the case alone.
Dr. H. J. DAVIS said he thought that if the bands were post-operative they would consist of scar-tissue. By removing a small piece and examirling it microscopically, one could tell at once whether this was so or not.
Dr. STCLAIR THOMSON said he went practically into the question after a discussion before the Laryngological Society some ten years ago, and concluded that the band might be either post-operative or natural. In some cases there was a distinct history of no operation having been performed, whereas in many cases in which adenoids were removed in the middle, and left with granulations along each side, one saw such conditions afterwards. He also observed that a number of cases had no affection of the ear, and there seemed to be no connexion between the two conditions. Dr. LAMBERT LACK said he sympathized with Dr. Grant's remark. He had seen one or two cases which had been operated upon by skilled operators, yet the bands were there, and the nasal obstruction persisted. The cases presented all the symptoms of a recurrence of the adenoids. Until a remedy was discovered, he suggested that a little less operative zeal in that corner might prevent a few of them.
Dr. PETERS replied that he thought the bands were partly operative and partly natural. He thought the bilateral symmetry pointed to the natural condition, which was not very infrequent, whereas the cicatricial part pointed to the post-operative effect. He thought the fossa of Rosenmiiller had not been cleared up, and so cicatricial tissue had been added to the natural condition.
General Infiltration of Larynx, probably Luetic. By DAN MCKENZIE, M.D. THE patient, a woman aged 44, had suffered from hoarseness, with occasional loss of voice, for the last nineteen months, and was subject to distressing paroxysms of coughing and severe dyspncea. These
